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¢ Policing (law officers need to understand the
differences in our lives and the communities we live in,
especially where straight and gay behaviours differ);

¢ Oppressive laws to do with sex (bawdy house laws,
porn laws, censorship laws, criminalization of HIV and
STl non-disclosures);

¢ Employment laws and practices (employment equity,
ending discrimination in the workplace, people from

all classes having a chance at income and promotion);
promoting more democratic workplace and community
focused decision-making practices;

¢ Protecting the interests and rights of those who are in
a minority (racialized, trans people) or dis-enfranchised
(women); extending resources to the underprivileged and
improving their impact on society;

¢ Separation of church and state so that laws and
morals are not driven by religious communities (even on
those occasions when they agree!); this separation does
not mean that we see queerness and faith as mutually
exclusive, as we celebrate both those members of our
communities who faithfully practice their religions as well
as those who identify with no religion;

¢ The prison system and its inherent biases against
racialized and Indigenous peoples, mistreatment of trans
people as well as its questionable means of reform;

¢ Recognizing living arrangements in which the individual
is the core unit: the choice to live independently or
create family structures would be such that adults
choose the meaning of their relationships whether
biologically related, conjugal or not: within such

family structures young people, whatever their sexual
orientation, have greater self-determination and freedom
to decide on matters that are important to them; thus
implies a corresponding change in how adults and
parents (both heterosexual and queer) view their roles
and personal practices in the culture.

There is a fundamental difference between the often
recognized calls for ‘equality’ and the notion of ‘equity’
When equal treatmerit is applied across the board it has a
differential impact: that is to say, it does not affect people
equally unless those people are all the same. Queer
Ontario argues for equity, as it recognizes that we are

a diverse society made up of different people (such as
queers) who need to be differently recognized according to
our varied realities. Queer liberationists seek creative ways
of living that are not necessarily defined by societal norms
and mores. Critical queer liberationists trouble the concept
of ‘equality’ for at the personal and societal level of integrity,

it may require a compromise that is disingenuous. ‘Equality’
in and of itself can be troubling.

We need to listen to those who are not in positions of
power in society. LGBTQs must be able to speak out and
“tell it like it is” For this to happen, we need to stand up to
prejudice without fear of telling our stories. We then need
to be empowered to challenge the existing structures of
society and reshape them to be more inclusive and freeing.

You can help! Look critically at what you are told is normal.
Think whether it makes sense to you. Look at laws, rules,
and conventions to see who they benefit, and perhaps more
importantly, who they ignore. Speak out when you hear
prejudice and discrimination. Listen to what people tell you
about the lives they live - and tell them about yours. Most
importantly, we then need to urge freedoms in our society
to live our lives as we choose!

Get Involved
Have A Say

ke Action

VISIT: queerontario.org

E-MAIL: info@queerontario.org
TWITTER: @queerontario

FACE BOOK: Queer Ontario
IDEAS: thinktank.queerontario.org

QueerOntario

Pamphlet prepared by Queer Ontario, October 2019
Adapted from the pamphlet Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual
Liberation in the 2000s by the Coalition for Lesbian and
Gay Rights in Ontario, November 2004, revised by Queer
Ontario in June 2014.
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